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When his two colleagues joined Antonio do Campo, all
three agreed to sail after the Moslem fleet and fight if pos-
sible. The enemy was duly sighted and chased till darkness
fell, when the Moslems bolted into port. The captains
anchored off the island of Larak and sent to their commander
for further instructions. Since the enemy had fled, he
ordered them to resume their respective posts about Ormuz,
and Manuel Teles to report to him before proceeding to
Socotra.

This was dull! Our three firebrands were ready for a
naval battle but they were quite tired of the siege. Ap-
parently, Manuel Teles had no wish to sail for Socotra
either. They talked it over and decided that they would
rather go to India. The pilots were called into council (it
was not every captain who, like Albuquerque, could wander
about the seas without their aid) and the pilots were all
willing.

When Albuquerque, surprised at their non-appearance,
sent a search party after them two days later, he found
that all three had vanished. On the Island of Larak they
were last seen taking in water and supplies before they
sailed out of the Ormuz straits. They had left their com-
jmander with only three ships, and a hostile fleet of sixty in
the offing, besides which, Manuel Teles took away with him
all the provisions and medicines destined for Socotra. In
the whole of his career Albuquerque never had received so
staggering a blow.

" If these men had not deserted me," he wrote in white-
hot indignation to the Viceroy, " in fifteen days Orrnuz
would have surrendered!" Why had they waited until war
broke out to act like this? " It would have been better to
have done it when they were replete with grapes, peaches and
melons, than now when all captains and knights should
show their goodwill and desire to serve the King! ... I
cannot imagine what grievance made them go! If they say
I have ill-treated them, I beg your Lordship to have set
down in writing what they say I did against them or the
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